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good, though there is nothing to be anxious
about But the Germans are crowding up
against us, and I am afraid that, from the fact
we have not pushed as hard as we ought during
the last week we are now going to find the boot
on the other leg. We shall know more to-
morrow. I still think the campaign will be
over in the Spring. Owing to nothing but
absolute incompetence and want of regimental
officers we have lost the finest opportunity of
the war and are now being thrown on the
defensive. Maddening and perhaps disastrous."
By the light of after events we all know that
Wilson and French and General Headquarters
were wrong. A few more officers and a few
more battalions, even a few more Divisions,
would not have broken the German line at that
time. Kitchener seems to have known this
from the first. It is a matter of conjecture
how far he was aware of the feeling at General
Headquarters. He had not the f acuity of draw-
ing people out, he never encouraged tale-
bearers. It is possible that he knew little or
nothing of the personal feelings entertained to-
wards himself. Certainly he would have cared
little about them, if he had known. But he
took deep interest in the facts, and by the
middle of December they spoke for themselves.
The losses had been terrific. In addition to
the original six Divisions the British Expedi-
tionary Force had been reinforced with four
Divisions and many battalions of Territorials.
General Headquarters still demanded more.
What use would be made of them ? From Sir
John French's letters there was no doubt about